MATH 604  - COURSE INTRODUCTION AND EXPECTATIONS

MR. PETRIZZI

ROOM 4203 - CUTLER

charles_petrizzi@newton.k12.ma.us

Textbooks:

Calculus, Graphical, Numerical and Algebraic, 3rd Edition, Finney, Demana, Waits, and Kennedy, Pearson Education Inc., 2007

In addition to the standard textbook, I am asking that each student purchase Barron’s How To Prepare for the AP Calculus Exam, 8th Edition. We will not be using this until October, so no need to get it now.

Topics:

Limits, Derivatives and their applications, Integrals (definite and indefinite) and their applications, Techniques of Integrations, Taylor Series, and the Calculus of Polar, Parametric, and Vector valued functions.

Expectations:

If you are on time and prepared for class each day, then you will succeed in this course.  Preparedness means many things, but is mostly correlated with your study habits. In math this means doing practice problems, memorizing formulae (especially in Calculus), understanding terminology, being able to recall definitions, and understanding and proving key theorems. I highly recommend that you pre-read upcoming lessons the night before. This is one of the most effective ways to reinforce your knowledge of mathematics.

Materials:

- Pencil/Pens/Colored Pencils/Eraser/Sharpener/Post-It Notes

- 3-Ring Binder with sections for Notes/Handouts/Homework/Tests

- Graphing Calculator (preferably TI-84 Plus)

Grading:

Grades will be calculated on a percentage basis.  Homework counts as 20%, quizzes and tests 60%, attendance and punctuality 10%, and participation, engagement, being proactive, and J-block attendance 10%.

Homework:

There will be daily homework with solutions posted outside of the room.  I will collect and check homework, at times regularly, other times randomly. Credit will only be given to papers that show detailed work and/or a strong attempt at completing all problems. A simple listing of solutions does not constitute homework and will therefore receive no credit!

Quizzes:

There are no quizzes in BC Calculus.

Tests:


There will be approximately 3 tests per term.

Missed Work: 
If you miss class, then it is your responsibility to make-up missed work. Do not ask me for class notes, get them from a friendly classmate. If you miss only the review day before a test, then you are still responsible to take the test! A missed test will be taken within 1 week after you return to school. If you fail to make up the test within this time period, then I reserve the right to give you a ZERO. In addition, unexcused absences will result in a ZERO on missed homework or tests. Do not make a habit of being absent on test days!

Cheating: 
The first offense of cheating will result in a ZERO on that assignment, a call home to your parents, and a letter to your housemaster. A second offense will result in an official document in your permanent record, disciplinary action taken by your housemaster (suspension), and obviously another ZERO on the assignment.  Cheating is any form of plagiarism (copying homework or tests), use of electronic devices other than a calculator (cell phones, IPODs), crib notes, or anything else unethical that would inflate your grade artificially. Simply put, don’t do it.

Extra Help: 
Extra help is available during most Monday and Wednesday J-Blocks.  Help is given on a first come first serve basis.  DO NOT wait until right before a test to ask for help.  To use J-Block efficiently, come prepared with specific questions (problems from homework are a great start).

Attendance:
Attendance and punctuality are required in this course.  I will strictly adhere to the NSHS attendance policy concerning unexcused absences/tardies and grade of “N”. All excused absences and tardies must come through the house office (in the form of the official attendance lists or through blue notes/late slips).





3 unexcused absences = “N” (failure due to attendance)





3 unexcused lates = 1 unexcused absence
Important Date:
The AP Exam for BC Calculus is in May, 2011.
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GUASBERGEN
“I couldn’t do my homework because my
computer has a virus and so do all
my pencils and pens.”













